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BY AND FOR THE HORSEMEN 
OF THE GREAT SOUTHWEST 








EDITORIAL 


Appreciation 


(To Hilda Klute. for that cute little box 
of candy. my best thanks) 


You gave me for Christmas 
Three little horsemen 

Made of pure maple sugar. 
| gaze at them. then 


| note they have similar 
Hats. trousers and height. 
When I nibble. I find 


They are each a delight. 


They really are symbols: 
Future. present and past 
Each poignantly sweet: 


But they go MUCH too fast! 


When gifts are wrapped up 
A shadow is cast. 
The one around this is: 


Why CAN-NOT they last? ? 
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SPANISH COW PONIES 
The Kind with the 
OLD-TIME COW SENSE 
ILO BELSKY, 
ELI, NEBRASKA 





Ella Barnett 





ROSCOE 


P-33018 
SIRE 
JOHN L. SULLIVAN 


P-877 


DAM 


REDWING LEONA 
P-7431 


FEE $25.00 


M. D. LASTER 


514 St. Paul Street 
GONZALES, TEXAS 





CLASSIFIED ADS 
20c Per Word — $2.00 Minimum 
PAYMENT IN ADVANCE, PLEASE 


TRAILERS: New, 
Axle, Level Load Suspension. 
Colors. Dealer inquiries invited. 
“BETTER BUILT AT LOWEST COST.” 
UHRIG’'S TRAILERS Carrollton, Mo. 


Tandem Axle, Single 
Choice of 


COWBOY BOOTS 
Tailor made. Catalog 
CRICHET BOOT COMPANY 
EL PASO, TEXAS 


Fancy. Imported, 


USED N PORTER BLANC SADDLE 
Complete except for flank 15 inch seat 
with horn. Price $60.00. 

Mayne Laster, Gonzales, Texas 
3 Indian War Arrowheads, Scalping Knife. 
$2.00. Catalog free. Write: 
Arrowhead, 
Glenwood, Arkansas 





BARGAIN: Two-wheel road cart and har- 
ness. Suitable for small horse or pony. 


JOANNA BUZZE 
422 Franklin Waco, Texas 


Break and/or train horses for roping, bar- 
reis, reining, or cutting. Horses for sale 
or trade. Also sell kid ponies. Kenneth L 
Wilson, Route 2, Colorado City, Texas 
Register your Appaloosa pony now. Also 
want more good members. Write Pony of 
the Americas Club. Inc., 31 First Street 
Northeast, Mason City, Iowa. 

3-yr old Spayed Filly by SPECKLES out 
of thoroughbred mare. Started for barrel 
racing. Price $250.00. 


Mayne Laster. Gonzales, Texas 
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Georgia Marney of Fort Worth, 
1957 Queen elected at the 3rd An- 
nual Meeting of the American As- 
sociation of Sheriff's Posses & Rid- 
ing Clubs in Lubbock, Texas, Dec. 
7-8, 1956.—Photo by Glamourcraft 


Studios, Ft. Worth. 








Pasadena, Texas, sure woke up a 
lot of West Coast folks, accord- 
ing to the Dec 29 Sat. Eve. Post 
“Backstage at the Rose Parade.” 

Writing about cities that spon- 
sored entries last year, Frank J. 
Taylor said: “So did a newcomer. 
Pasadena, Texas, which the Cali- 
fornia Pasadenans had never heard 
about until a dozen tall Texans 
entered a float featuring San Ja- 
cinto Monument.” 

+ & & 

There'll be no name change for 
the Magazine. Votes came from 
the East and West Coasts, places 
in between, and plenty from Tex- 
as. Decision was unanimous. 

Reasons: “There'll be plenty to 
write about in Texas in 1957.” 
“A catchy name, not quickly for- 
gotten.” “The word ‘Texas’ repre- 
sents promise, glamour, size, mon- 
ey. ranches; has great potency 
and selling appeal anywhere in 
the U. S.” 

* * * 

Mayne Laster seems much het 
up at Gene Holder on the question 
of Stallions. Looks like the au- 
thors are fumin’ and fussin’ even 
more than the mares and stallions. 

* * * 


January 21 is the Inaugural 
Parade in Washington, D.C., and 
one energetic western cowboy 
wants very much to be there. He’s 
Monty Montana of Northridge, 
California. He was in the Inaugu- 
ral Parade four years ago and 
“roped” the new President. 

Too many blood pressures went 
up at the incident, and Monty has 
promised not to do it again, if 
they'll only let him ride in the pa- 
rade. 
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Salt Grass Trail Ride 


A Gag That Became 
An Avalanche 


Five years ago, six men were 
lunching together in Houston, talk- 
ing about pioneer days and com- 
plaining about bad flying weather. 
Reese Lockett, rancher, merchant 
and mayor of Brenham. and his 
friend Clark Nealon of the Hous- 
ton Post had gone to the Orange 
Bowl in Florida and had been 
grounded several days. “I'll never 
make another trip where I can’t 
ride home on my horse.” Reese 
said. 

Ralph Johnston, a Houston Fat 
Stock Show official, had asked 
Reese to be arena director at his 
forthcoming Show a few minutes 
before, and now said to him: 
“Reese, you'd better come down to 
Houston then on horseback.” Up 
jumped Charlie Giezendanner with 
“Wonderful Publicity for the 
Show”! And it certainly was: 
newspapers, radio, television and 
wire services ate it up. 


For on Jan. 30, 1952, Reese 
Lockett, Pat Flaherty, E. H. Marks 
and John Warnasch left Brenham 
with a LH 7 chuckwagon. Three 
days and 3 nights they followed 
the Salt Grass Trail to Houston on 
horseback. 13 others joined the 
group along the way. 

A gag, a publicity stunt. But a 
publicity stunt that touched off 
something hidden in the hearts of 
hundreds of others. Deep down 
in everyone is the yearning to be 
a Pioneer, to live like a Pioneer 
in the Wide Open Spaces. And 
the Salt Grass Trail provides just 
that. 

Last year over 1400 people, ages 
5 to 83, made that Salt Grass Trail 
Ride! 60 chuck wagons went 
along. This year there certainly 
will be no less. 

Back in the ’70s, when Texas 
was open range, cattle from the 
Gulf Coast drifted 15 miles inland 
every winter and grew fat on the 
tall Salt Grass that stayed green 

(Continued on page 8) 





4 BOSSES OF THE 1957 SALT GRASS TRAIL RIDE 


Back Row: (lI-r) George Northington, noted quarter horse breeder of Egypt, 
Texas, chuck wagon boss; and Mayor Reese Lockett of Brenham, Texas, 
founder of the Salt Grass Trail Ride, and trail boss. Front Row: (I-r) E. H. 
Marks, Salt Grass Trail Ride founder and pioneer of the Houston Fat 
Stock Show, assistant trail boss; and Pat Flaherty, noted Channel 2 Tele- 
vision news caster, of Houston, wagon boss. 
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At the Speakers’ Table during the Annual Meeting in Lubbock: 
Fern Sawyer; Lt. 


Moise, former vice president: 
Crate Snider, president, 
Chamber of Commerce. 


talking to Mr. 





(l-r) Joe 
Rex Bell of Nevada; 
Roy Bass of Lubbock 


Gov. 
and Mrs. 


AASP & RC Convention 


By CRATE SNIDER. President 


We had a very good Conven- 
tion in Lubbock Dec. 7-8 and. al- 
though the weather on Saturday 
kept a lot of people away. we still 
had 400. Delegations came from 


| states: Texas. Colorado. New 
Mexico and New Jersey. 
Lt. Governor of Nevada Rex 


Bell made a very interesting talk 
to some 160 delegates Friday night 
at the Banquet. He told how im- 
portant Sheriff's Posses and Rid- 
ing Clubs were to their commun- 
ity. In his home county of Clark. 
Nevada, the sheriff considers them 
so valuable that the county pays 
them the equivalent of a deputy 
sheriff's pay for a year. Some of 
our sheriffs should read this. 


| was re-elected president for 
another year—or rather shanghied 
into it. Mr. Everett McArthur was 
elected Vice President. and Mr. 
Faust Collier of Hereford was 
elected Executive Secretary-Treas- 
urer. All your correspondence 
will go to him this coming year. 
unless there is something that you 
want from me. I will still be glad 
to answer executive-type mail, but 
general correspondence goes to 
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Mr. 


Texas. 


Faust Collier. Hereford. 

The Ladies Style Show was very 
eood, and at the men’s luncheon 
meeting we had quite a time. Cap- 
tain Waters of the Texas Rangers 
gave a short talk on organization. 
and then Lt. Mason of the State 
Highway Patrol talked on Civil 
Defense. His department is very 
interested in having the Sheriff's 
Posses and Riding Clubs report 
that they are ready to help. Same 
is true in other States. so let’s get 
behind this movement. It is more 
important than ever. 


Four cities were after that 1957 
Convention. and Santa Fe was 
after the Round-Up. After a vote. 
Santa Fe was given the Round-Up. 
April 19-21. Colorado Springs. 
Albuquerque. Ft. Worth and Am- 
arillo wanted the Convention in 
1957. 


After the first ballot. only Ft. 
Worth and Amarillo were left. 
Three ballots later, it was tied, 
25-25. and I was called on to break 
the tie. This I hated to do. I vot- 
ed for Ft. Worth because I thought 
it best for the development of the 
Association. I felt that the Asso- 
ciation had a chance to gain some 


60 new members by taking it to 
Ft. Worth for one year. I hated 
to vote against Amarillo, my home 
territory in West Texas, for I know 
that Amarillo would have had a 
very good convention. but I am 
sure they understand. 


The Palmetto Rules Committee 
met. (See Page 7 for new rules). 


Dickens County is holding a 
World Championship Palmetto 


Polo Tournament in Spur on 
March 15-16-17. and putting up 
their title. Smyrna Beach Saddle 
Club is also holding a World 
Championship Palmetto Polo 
Tournament on March 21-22-23-24 
at New Smyrna Beach. Florida. | 
do not know how they are both 
going to determine the Champion- 
ship. It is the opinion of the 
Western States Palmetto Polo 
Rules Committee that it would 
have to be won from Dickens 
County first. 


The AASP & RC will sponsor a 
championship tournament in the 
future, to be played on the home 
grounds of the previous year’s 
champion, with state winners and 
possibly state runners-up partici- 
pating. Each state will have league 
play to determine their cham- 
pions, and those will then play 
a tournament for the final Cham- 
pionship. Details will be worked 
out as soon as possible. 


I will try to send out all perti- 
nent information in the future in 
the TEXAS HORSEMAN. It 
should be your Magazine. wheth- 
er you live close by Texas or not. 
The name does not matter. 


Some of the exhibitors at the 
Convention were: Hyers Boot Com- 
pany, Olathe. Kansas: Tony Lama 
Boot Company of El Paso; and 
the Howell Trailer Company. Tul- 


sa. Okla. 


Trophies and awards were pre- 
sented at the dance Saturday night. 
The Palmetto Polo Championship 
Award went to Eldorado Riding 
Club. Eldorado. Texas. (By the 
way. they are planning to go to 
Florida in March to win that 
World’s Champion title at New 
Smyrna Beach). 

Trophy for the Best Riding 
Group of 1956 went to Hale Coun- 
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ty Sheriff's Posse. They had 104 
points. Runner-up was Fisher 
County Sheriff's Posse. with 102 
points. That is close. Let's all get 
them in next vear. and try to win 
that trophy! 


The Queen trophy and Crown 
went to Mrs. Marney of Ft. Worth, 
and the award for the Farthest 
Distance went to Washington Val- 
ley Riding Club of Bound Brook. 


N. 5. 


Award for the Best Represented 
went to the Roman Riders of 
Plainview. with 26 represented. 
This is a_ teen-age-and-vounger 
Club, and a very fine group of 
hoys and girls. 


Let’s all send in our new offic- 
ers names and our dues for 1957. 
and get started early this vear. 

The Convention in Lubbock was 
surely a huge success, and | wish 
to thank every one who had a part 
in making it so. There were a lot 
of you that did not bother to at- 
tend, especially from close around. 
We missed you, and | feel like 
that you missed a lot by not 
coming. 

I suppose that I have given you 
all the news for this time, so: 

A HAPPY NEW YEAR TO ALL. 
Crate Snider. 
President. 








At the AASP & RC meeting in Lubbock: (i-r) Clem Buscher, president of 
El Paso County Sheriff's Posse in Colorado Springs, Colo.; T. H. Perser 
of Cowtown Posse in Fort Worth; Mrs. Crate Snider, 1956 secy. of the 
AASP & RC; and M. W. Hovenkamp, newly-elected president of Cow- 
town Posse, Ft. Worth. 


Lt. Gov. Rex Bell of Nevada, honor- 
ed guest and speaker at the Conven- 
tion Banquet.—Photo by Roy Custer 








Association 





of 


Amer. Sheriffs’ Posses 


and 


Riding Clubs! 


In Unity There is Strength 


ROPESVILLE, TEXAS 


Hale County Sheriff's Posse gets award for having highest total points won 
by any member Club in parades in 1956. (I-r): Dr. J. V. Miller, Hale Co. 
S. P.; Everett McArthur, newly-elected vp; Crate Snider, president. 
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—Photo by Roy Custer 











Diana Floyd and her Tennessee Walking Horse, Yellow Boy. 


With the Persoual “Jouch 


Diana Floyd is the 16-year-old 
daughter of Mr. and Mrs. J. B. 
Flovd of Campbell. Texas. 

She broke and trained her reg- 
istered Tennessee Walking Geld- 
ing, Yellow Boy. when she was 
only twelve years old, without any 
other person touching him. 

Diana had been started on small 
ponies. She exhibited and 
Shetlands. and won her first class 
at Sherman. Texas. when five 
years of age. She then graduated 
to crossbred ponies bred on her 
father’s farm. by crossing Shetland 
mares with Walking 
Stallions. 

She now exhibits in all the open 
classes and ladies classes. and en- 
ters all Juvenile Walking Horse 
and Pleasure Horse Classes. Her 
present horse for open competi- 
tion is Merry Mountain Miss. and 
she is now working her for the 


rode 


Tennessee 


big Ft. Worth Show later this 
month. 


Diana is a Junior in high school 
and devotes all her spare time to 
horses during the summer months. 
On her father’s ranch. there is al- 
ways a young colt that needs some 
riding. 
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She already looks forward to 
next Fall, when she plans to show 
in the Ladies Class at the National 
Royal in Kansas City. For Diana 
Floyd is really an accomplished 
rider for her age, and adults as 
well as juniors respect her ability 
in the horse world. 


Read about Your 
JUNIOR RIDERS 
in the 
TEXAS HORSEMAN 


ae 





wer wr rrr rrr rere. 


“YOU CAN’T LOSE” 


All unsold copies of our 16-page 
two-color 


Rodeo Programs 


are returnable 


Price: $70.00 per 1,000 
SAMPLE ON REQUEST 


Fog Horn Clancy 


Box 245 Waverly, N. Y. 


ODD 


or wr wr rrr rer ere 
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THAT'S WHAT 
THEY WEAR 


By 
JANE SAVAGE 


Clothes make the man, the wo- 
man. the child; and clothes have 
become an important part of the 
rodeo scene today. From New 
York’s Madison Square Garden to 
the smallest of rodeos. you will 
find every participant and 50 per 
cent of the onlookers decked out 
in gay colorful western wear. 

THE MAN 

The rodeo cowboy is most com- 
fortable in the traditional Levis. 
The calf roper and dogger seem 
to prefer a cotton shirt while com- 
peting. The bronc rider. however. 
adds plenty of color to his excit- 
ing performance with gay satin 
shirts and brightly colored chaps. 

A western hat would certainly 
look odd in a baseball diamond. 
So does a baseball cap in the rodeo 
arena. Everything has its place. 
and the rodeo arena is the place 
for a western hat. 

The cowboy boot always ranks 
high in the attire of the rodeo 
cowboy. It must be handsome and 
good to look at. it must withstand 
the roughest treatment. and it must 
fit comfortably. 

The Wellingon Roper is a fav- 
orite with calf ropers. Its flat 
heels, medium tops, and not quite 
so pointed toes. show that these 
boots were certainly made with the 
calf roper in mind. The Welling- 
on Roper is stocked in most west- 
ern shops. or they can be made 
to order. 

The rodeo cowboy prefers Levis 
in the rodeo arena, but for formal 
western wear, you ll see him in a 
tailored western suit. Wool has 
always been the basic material for 
the western suit because of its hard 
finish and its durability. 

Tailoring is most important in 
the coat. That’s because of the 
broad shoulders and small waist. 
A western suit will vary some 10 
inches from the shoulders to the 
hips. Well-tailored trousers stress 
a good fit in the seat and legs, and 
a very slight bell at the bottom. 
This allows for the wide arch of 
the boot, which should be partly 

(Continued on Page 12 
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Ed Dodwell of Lorena, Texas, on his horse Little Texas, racing a 
Texas Fair in 1953. 


new 


Ed, 44 Yunior Champion 


By 
GENE HOLDER 


There are some Junior Horse- 
men that spell competition. even 
for the old hands. when they step 
into the show ring at halter or 
working classes. 17-year-old Ed 
Dodwell of Lorena. Texas. is one 
like that. 


Yet it seems as if Ed was born 
to win championships. He stole 
his first show at the ripe old age 
of 8. 


ning streak in nine long years. 


and hasn't stopped his win- 


Ed is primarily a horseman. and 
it seems as if his other champion- 
ships were used to advance him as 
a horseman. He has been a Lor- 
ena Saddle Club member since he 
was six. and has missed only 3 
Central Texas shows in the past 
10 vears. There are 15 or 20 shows 
a vear in this area, so that adds up 
to almost 200 shows in this area 
alone. 


His first horse was Billy. But 
the one that none of us in Central 
Texas will ever forget is Little 
Texas. a buckskin Quarter Horse 
that stood only 13 hands high. 
This little horse was a_ perfect 
Quarter Horse in conformation and 
action, and Ed always entered the 
show ring in perfect attire. His 
big hat. chaps and boots set this 
little cowboy apart from others. 
He had a way of wearing them 
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and sitting his horse, that attract- 
ed not only the judge's eve. but 
also the eves of the spectators. 


Ed financed his own way 
through his 4-H projects. 1953 
was an outstanding one for Ed. 
In that year he won 40 ribbons. 
3 trophies. 2 banners. 1 reserve 
championship. and 9 grand cham- 
pionships. He was on radio 7 times 
that year. and on 2 TV programs. 


In May 1953 he won The Chick- 
en of Tomorrow Contest with his 
pen of 12. in competition with 
1080 other chickens. He sold these 
fryers for $600 and_ then 
awarded another $100 for having 
won the Grand Championship. So 
what did a 13-year-old bov do with 
that much money? Bought him- 
self a saddle. of 
course. 


In 1953 Ed was judged top 
showman of the Cen-Tex Fair at 
Temple. Ed raced his horse Lit- 
tle Texas every day at the Heart 
o Texas Fair for 6 days against a 
new Buick convertible in a 100- 
vard dash—a promotion stunt of 
Rov Durie’s for the Fair—and Ed 
didn’t those 6 
days! 


Was 


new roping 


lose one race in 


Old Father Time is sometimes 
cruel. however. and Ed was soon 
to outgrow his champion, Little 
Texas. He now owns the champion 


mare Smuggles. who won 7 tro- 


Buick 


1CO0-yvyard dash at the Heart o’ 


phies and 32 ribbons for him in 
1955. Smueggles is in foal now 
and will drop her first colt for Ed 
in March 757. 


Smugeles. Ed 
owns Country Red. who placed 3rd 
tf 


in the Heart o 
Hiorse Show. 


In addition to 


Texas Quarter 
eelding class, Ed and 
Country Red will be going to the 
Quarter Horse show in Houston 
soon. so the boys had better have 
their old ponies in 


cood shape. 


if they expect to beat this boy. 


Ed has already broken several 
outside horses. and has trained a 
few for This boy 


rseman for 


won't 
many 
more vears. but he will leave be- 


reining. 


! 
I } 


hind an enviable record for you 
voungsters to shoot at. 


Here in Central Texas. we are 
indeed proud of Champion Ed 
Dodwell. 





Ed & his Reg. Quarter Mare Smuggles 
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Club Notes 


The XIT Rangers of Dalhart, 
Texas. is definitely a man’s organ- 
ization. Their constitution makes 
an all-male club mandatory. Wom- 
en are definitely held at bay. 


Or so they thought. Today. the 
ladies of Dalhart are as horse- 
minded as the men. and last March 


they decided to do somethine 
about it. 

Result: the ANNIE OAKLEY 
SADDLE CLUB. not yet a year 


old but already including 39 ac- 
tive members. President is Mrs. 
Katherine Lathem; secretary, Mrs. 
Carrie Bailey. Once a month they 
hold a club business meeting. 
Once a week. they meet for riding 


and drill work. 


As in many other riding 
clubs nowadays. age is no deter- 
ent. 14 of those 39 members are 
srandmothers. and there are 7 
mother-and-daughter teams. 


These Annie Oakleys of Dalhart 
are making sprightly plans to 
celebrate their first birthday. Just 
how. is still a woman’s secret. 


sO 


If they get to be as good with 
their horses. however. the 


as 


tar- 
can 
con- 


Rid- 


original Annie was with her 
gets, then the XIT Rangers 
do worse than to change that 
stitution of theirs. Women 
ers are here to stay! 


* * & 


The Smyrna Beach Saddle Club 
will hold a tournament on their 
home field in New Smyrna Beach. 
Florida. March 21-24. 1957. to 
determine the World Champion 
palmetto team. Eldorado. 
Texas. Riding Club was winner in 
the finals of the Western States 
Palmetto Polo Assn. last October. 
and was presented with the 1956 
trophy of the American Assn. of 
the American Assn. of Sheriff's 
Posses & Riding Clubs Dec. 8. 


polo 


Eldorado has now accepted the 
challenge of Florida's Smyrna 
Beach Saddle Club and will jour- 
East in March in search of 

laurels. Best of luck. El- 


dorado! 


ney 
more 


\ week before Eldorado is due 
to play in Florida, another. cham- 
pionship match will be in prog- 
ress right here in Spur. Texas. 


The Dickens County Sheriff's 
Posse of Spur. Texas. won the 
“World Champion” palmetto polo 
title three years running in Flor- 
ida. 1945-1956. and has decided 





Plainview Roman Riders, first Junior Club in the AASP & RC, is awarded 


trophy for being the best-represented club at the Convention. 
ton receives award from Crate Snider, president. 


Don Staple- 
—Photo by Roy Custer 


to defend its title this year on the 
home grounds. Top-ranking polo 
teams from other states will com- 
pete in Spur March 14-17, and the 
winner will be declared “World’s 
Champion” palmetto polo team. 


There will be a double elimina- 
tion tournament with each club 
participating paying a $100.00 en- 
trance fee. To this will be added 
50 percent of the gate receipts. 
which will be split 50 percent, 30 
percent, 20 percent to first, sec- 
ond, and third teams respectively. 


Entry deadline is February 15th. 
at which time a drawing will be 
had to determine the order in 
which each team will play in the 
tournament. Each club will be no- 
tified as soon as the drawing is 
completed. 


So it looks as if there will be 
“World’s Champion” polo 
teams this year: One decided upon 
in Florida. and one decided upon 
in Texas. Let us then bring these 
two giants together. In all fair- 
ness, however. let is be in a series 
of games played alternately on 
BOTH home grounds. even if it 
takes all summer. 


two 


IN NEW JERSEY 
IT’S A “SHODEO” 


The Lucky 4 Ranch Riders of 
Morr's County. New Jersey, is a 
club that was organized in May 
1952 with 7 members. Today our 
membership totals 40, 33 of whom 
are horse owners. Only horse own- 
ers have the privilege of voting in 
our Club. 

Officers are: Oliver W. McKee- 
by. ranch boss: John de Stefano. 
ranch foreman: Parker McKeever. 
foreman: John Macfarlane. 
asst. foreman: Bertha McKeeby. 
treasurer: Germaine Macfarlane. 
secretary: and Ann Tintle. square 
dance and drill director. 

Our Club has had the honor of 
carrying New Jersey State Colors 
in the Jersey City Americanization 
Day Parade, largest parade in New 
Jersey, ever since the Club was 
organized, 

For three years in a row, our 
Club has been presented with Ci- 

(Continued on page 16) 
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SRA NEWS 


The Southwestern Rodeo Asso- 
ciation is sure a busy organiza- 
tion. 


End of October they had an ex- 
cellent show at Pasadena. Decem- 
ber first a swell turnout for their 
Roundup at Wharton and now. on 
January 19th, there'll be the An- 
nual Membership Award Supper 
Meeting at the Fair Grounds in 
Rosenberg. Texas. A fast-growing 
Association that really fills a def- 
inite need in the Great Southwest. 

Thanks to Leonard Meyer. Pete 
McKenzie. the fine committee from 
Rosenberg, and the ever on-the-job 
man-and-wife secretary team of 
Ross and Evelyn Kelley, that Janu- 
ary 19th meeting promises to be 
another outstanding event. Sched- 
ule is: 


1:00 p.m., Directors meeting at 
Fair Grounds. 


wn 


:30 p.m.. Supper for members 
and family. 


6:30 p.m., General membership 
meeting and awards. 


5:00 p.m., Dance. 


Awards are most impressive. To 
the All-Around Champion of 1956 
will go: a $225 hand-carved leath- 
er tooled saddle donated by the 
Stelzig Saddlery Co. of Houston; 
a Belt Buckle donated by Levi- 
Strauss; a hand-tooled plaque do- 
nated by the Lavaca Saddlery of 
Hallettsville, and a Filly Colt giv- 
en by Frank Harris from his T 
Diamond Ranch in West Colum- 
bia. 

The “Sportsman of 1956” will 
receive a pair of hand-made boots 
donated by McKenzie’s Boot Shop 
in Stafford. The Champion Bar- 
rel Racer. western trousers donat- 
ed by Rodeo Fashions by Billie 
of Houston, and the Champion 
Breakaway Roper, a saddle blan- 
ket donated by John Williams’ 
Saddle Shop in Angleton. Two 
other champions will receive 
Western Hats donated by the 
American Hat Co. of Houston. 

In addition, 23 other prizes will 
be awarded champions in various 
classes, given by equally generous 
firms of the area. 
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Horace Linthicum, on behalf of his Eldorado Riding Club, receives the 
Palmetto Polo Trophy from Everett McArthur, newly-elected vice president 
AASP & RC. El Dorado won the Western States Polo Championship this 
year. 


PALMETTO POLO 
RULE ADDITIONS 


By 
EVERETT McARTHUR 
Chairman of the Western States 
Polo Committee 


The following rules were pass- 
ed by the Western States Palmetto 
Polo Rules Committee. which mei 
at Lubbock. Texas. Dec. 8. 1956. 
with all members present. This 
Committee is duly recognized by 
the Smyrna Beach Saddle Club. 
owners of the copyright to Palm- 
etto Polo. 

These rules will be included as 
a part of Palmetto Polo rules from 
this day forward, to be included 
in the Palmetto Polo rule book. 
and covered by Smyrna Beach 
Saddle Club’s copyright: 


1. Clarify rule on personal fouls 
to read: “Two fouls in anv one 
chukker. or four in a game. shall 
bring plaver permanently out of 
the game”. 


Il. Referee calls time out after 
each score. until whistle blows to 
start play again. 


III. Referee shall call time out 
after each personal foul. explain 
to the player affected, and report 
the foul to the score-keepers. 


IV. Any team failing to finish 
a season in district play. shall 
have the games plaved counted as 
either won or lost. and the balance 
of the schedule shall be 
earded. 


disre- 


PALOMINOS AT 
FT. WORTH 
EXPOSITION 


Members of the Texas Palomino 
Exhibitors Association are hereby 
advised to attend the Annual Meet- 
ing to be held January 27th at 
the Western Hills Hotel. during 
the Ft Worth Exposition and Fat 
Stock Show. 

What is expected to be the larg- 
est show yet of Palominos. will 
he held during the Ft. Worth Ex- 
vosition. There will be reining 
classes and ranch riding for the 
stock horses. and western pleasure 
classes and ranch riding for the 
There 
will also be open pair classes for 
the stock and pleasure tvpe. and 
a Silver Mounted class for both. 
Performance classes will be held 
during the Show. halter classes in 
the morning. 


pleasure-tvype Palomino. 


Fd London. president of the As- 
sociation, advises 
ested to attend. 


everyone inter- 











OUR JUNIOR RIDERS 


Jake Foltyn of Palacios at the Calhoun County Youth Rodeo, in the bare- 


back bronc event. 


Correction 

The large action picture taken 
at the Victoria Youth Rodeo and 
printed on Page 9 (center page) 
of the December TEX AS HORSE- 
WAN, had a wrong caption. The 
team of three boys consisted of: 
Mike Hutto of Bloomington on 
calf, David Garrett of Hunger- 
ford in the middle, and John Cal- 
lus of Hallettsville as anchorman. 

This jolly trio of hard-working 
youngsters certainly deserves plen- 
ty of credit and a correct caption. 
We're very sorry for the mistake 
and are placing this correction 
prominently on the center page, in 
the hope that our readers will duly 
take note of it. 





New & Used Buggies Sold 
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Salt Grass Trail 


(Continued from page 1) 


there all year. Come February. 
and cowboys herded them home. 
Hence. the Trail. 

Now, 80 years later, those early 
pioneer days are relived each 
spring Brenham 
Houston. 


between and 

Mounted on your horse. riding 
leisurely all day on the very trail 
cowboys headed their steers in the 
‘70s, resting at sunset round the 
campfire. and sleeping in the open 

that’s the three day-and-night 
Salt Grass Trail Ride. But you 
wont be alone. Nor will you be 
the only one of 4. like Mayor 
Reese Lockett and his companions 
hack in 1952. 

Officially. the Ride begins Sun- 
day morning. February 17th, from 
Brenham. But many people will 
arrive Saturday afternoon and 
camp on the Washington County 
Fair Grounds that first night. Al- 
ready. over a thousand applica- 
tions have come in to the Salt 
Grass Trail Assn., Box 6278, 
Houston from Cameron. Lub- 
bock. Austin County, Fayette 
County, students of the University 
of Houston, and from all towns 
in the surrounding area. 


HORSEMANSHIP 
AND HORSES 


Some Notes and Comments 


By ROY DURIE of Waco. Texas 


With the nation, and especially 
Central Texas. gone “horsey” in 
the past few years. it might he in- 
teresting to note the various ways 
of handling horses. 

Don't be a wagon-spoke horse- 
nian. Sometimes you see the wag- 
on-spoke being used to clobber 
the horse between the ears. hecause 
the rider lost his temper. 

One of the oldest rules in hand- 
ling horses to get the most out of 
them at ALL times is: The rider. 
reinsman. or hostler must have 
more sense than the horse. A horse 
has brains and instinct. but no 
sense of reasoning. 

Many horses are ridden only 
ence a week. Many times there are 
longer periods between rides. 

Many horses are expected to 
make every movement the handler 
thinks he should. regardless of 
whether or not the animal has been 
trained for that particular deed. 

i have heard about men using 
the pitchfork in the nose to teach 
a horse to back up; using an ill- 
fitting bridle bit; bashing a con- 
crete bloock in the horse’s face. 

We have many shows over the 
nation and people are everywhere 
paying good money to see good 
herses and good sportsmanship. 
There should not be such brutal- 
ity. nor is there any need for bru- 
tality at all. 

Let some of these Johnny-come- 
latelies take note of better horse- 
men and horses. See how easy 
they handle their horses; their per- 
formance in the ring: no hopping. 
no boogering, no shying. 

Some riders have even asked 
the Show Chairman to remove 
buntings and decorations, because 
their horses don’t seem to like 
them. This, after the Committee 
had worked hard to make the 
arena attractive. 

A horse usually acts and per- 
forms like its rider. A jittery and 
nervous horse usually has a nerv- 
ous rider. 

Did you ever notice, when a 
horse show contestant doesn’t win, 

(Continued on page 14) 
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WILD HORSE 
ROUND-UP 


By ALLAN RAMSEY 


It's been more than half a cen- 
tury now since the late Ranch Mc- 
Queen rounded up the last herd 
of wild horses in the Texas Pan- 


handle. 


The veteran cowboy, who died 
in 1922, worked for two of the 
largest Panhandle spreads the 
LX and the JA ranches. 

And he had his own formula 
for rounding up a wild herd. He 
didn’t starve them, didn’t dry ihem 
out without water, and he didn’t 
deprive them of their just-before- 
dawn nap. 


McQueen operated alone, with 
a helper riding well to the rear 
with fresh mounts. 

“T rounded up the last bunch 
of wild horses that ever roamed 
this section of the Panhandle,” 
McQueen recalled shortly before 
his death in 1922. 

He was thinking of the year 
1888, when the LX and JA spreads 
hired him on to corral a bunch of 
wild horses that were stealing 
their young herds, including top 
mares. “They paid me good,” he 
once said. “But it was worth it to 
have that bunch of wild horses 
caught. When a wild stallion de- 
cided to steal a mare, she was 
stolen.” 

McQueen and other wranglers 
had been responsible for the cap- 
ture of most of the wild animals 
that loped the Panhandle. But this 
one big herd, then hidden in the 
brush in the deeper part of Palo 
Duro Canyon, had always led 
hunters on a long chase. 

One Spring morning, just after 
sun-up, McQueen spotted the wild 
herd at the head of Mulberry 
Creek, near the townsite of Wash- 
burn. 

“The leader saw me as soon as 
I saw him,” the veteran hunter re- 
called. “For several minutes that 
horse stood still, head up high, 
and just watched me. Then with 
a snort, he was off with the whole 
herd right after him.” 

McQueen said that race covered 
over 25 miles, finally ending up 
against the drift fence of the Fry- 
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ing Pan Ranch. “Drift Fence stop- 
ped that run. But I have seen wild 
horses go right through, snapping 
every wire,” he said. 

“This bunch just stoood there 
and watched me until I got up 
pretty close. Then they swung and 
raced back to the Goodnight drift 
fence, about half way between the 


little towns of Goodnight and 
Claude. That was close to 45 
miles.” 


McQueen said he didn’t ride up 
near the herd. But instead, he 
dropped back, way back, until he 
almost was out of sight. He sat 
motionless on his horse until dusk 
rolled around. The hungry herd 
began munching on short grass, 
only to raise their heads occasion- 
ally to see if the rider still was 
there. 

When it was dark, real dark, 
McQueen turned his mount back 
to his own camp. By dawn of the 
next morning, he was sitting his 
horse in plain sight of the herd. 

The race started again, but it did- 
n't last as long as the day before. 
McQueen said he kept just in sight 
of the roaming horses. Sometimes 
he would even pull up and let his 
own mount graze a few bites. 

On the third day of the race, 
the wild herd was footsore. Mc- 
Queen then began his wide swing 
to turn the herd. 

Six and one-half days later, he 


A Co-ed Shows Her 
Horsemanship 


Mary Cecile Nemecek, daughter 
of Mr. and Mrs. John Nemecek of 
West, Texas. is a barrel racer of 
distinction. 

She took first place in the bar- 
rel race at the recent NIRA rodeo 
held in the Prison Arena of Hunts- 
ville, and won the belt buckle. 
She is a freshman at Sam Hous: 
ton State College in Huntsville, 
and belongs to the college rodeo 
club. 

During the summer of 1956, 
Mary Cecile showed her registered 
gelding, Prince Clegg, at the horse 
shows in Central Texas. She won 
grand champion trophies at Tem- 
ple, Cameron and Marlin. 

In barrel races, Mary Cecile 
rides Prince Clegg. She was sec- 
ond place winner at the rodeo in 
West August 24-26, took first place 
in the Cameron, Moody and Mart 
events, and was placed first again 
at the Waco Longhorn Club Labor 


Day Show. 


corraled that last wild herd. The 
old cowpuncher said there weren’t 
many good horses in the bunch. 
They were too old and too wild 
to train. 


But they sure had put up a good 
race. 








Trak Dust 


By GENE HOLDER 


It seems only yesterday that the 
first national APPALOOSA show 
was held June 20th in Lewiston. 
Idaho. Upon checking my files. | 
find that the year was 1948. The 
fact that over 60 horses were there 
that day, was thought phenomenal. 
considering the extreme rarity of 
the animals. 

A truckload of the colorful 
horses was brought in from 1400 
miles away by Ed McCrea of Me- 
Cord. Sask. Canada. So many Ap- 
palooosas had not been seen to- 
gether since Chief Joseph and the 
Nez Perce tribe had made their 
run for Canada. It was 1877 when 
a blizzard stopped Chief Joseph 
in Montana. only 30 miles south 
of the Canadian border. Had this 
blizzard not come along. then 
Chief Joseph would have found 
sanctuary in Canada. and the Ap- 
paloosa would have been known 
to more people. 


There was not one horse from 
Texas at this first show. In 1955. 
however. Texas brought home 19 
of the blue ribbons from the Na- 
tional Show. 

Most Texans are breeding for 
Quarter Horse type in their con- 
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formation. In order to do this. 
many breeders are crossing their 
Appaloosas with good Quarter 
horse mares and Quarter-type 
thoroughbreds. These crosses must 
retain the Appaloosa breed char- 
acteristics: spotted nose and pri- 
vates. and the vertically striped 
hooves, and the scalers of the eye 
must be visible. 

In the show ring. contrary to 
popular belief. the number and 
pattern of the spots is not consid- 
ered in judging. These crossbreds 
must be registered in the tentative 
registry, and they must earn their 


permanent papers. 
Do not frown on this cross- 
breeding. If you will check the 


hlood-lines of any breed, then you 
will find that there is some for- 
eign blood in them, with the pos- 
sible exception of the Arabian. 
The Thoroughbred as we know 
him today is a descendant of the 
Darley Arabian; the Quarter 
Horse is a combination of thor- 
oughbred. mustang. Arabian and 
draft. 

Old Fred. one of the Quarter 
Horse greats, was a dray horse 
that stood sixteen hands high and 
weighed 1440 when fat. Peter Mc- 
Cue was a Thoroughbred, but both 
of these names are Quarter horse 
greats. 

I don’t know when my ancestors 
came to this country. but I do 
know that most of them were good 
upstanding citizens and did their 
share in settling this country. On 
the other hand. out on one limb 
of my family tree, there was a bad 
apple. Time has dimmed the fact 
that a distant cousin was a train 
robber in New Mexico and also on 
the wrong side of the law in a 
water-hole fight. Today this is 
part of a forgotten past. and pos- 
sibly should stay forgotten. 


It only goes to prove that. re- 
gardless of the past. we should 
judge the final product on its 


There have 


lemons in every breed, but the con- 


merits. been some 
tinued improvement and the final 


product in all breeds is to be ad- 


mired. “Let him who is without 
sin. cast the first stone.” 


* * * 


San Antonio will once again be 
host to the 2nd International Ap- 
paloosa Show Feb. 13-17 this vear. 
There will be a purse of $2,300. 
and the officials have promised 
the Appaloosa breeders that ihey 
will have a standing date at the 
San Antonio Livestock Exposi- 
tion. if there is a iurnout 
this vear. 


cood 
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The Quarter Horse show will be 
from Feb. 8-12. Quarter Horse 
breeders have achieved a goal in 
animal husbandry that will be dif- 
ficult for any breed registry to 
duplicate. Their breed is consid- 
ered by many people to be the true 
mount of the cowboy. These breed- 
ers have developed a horse that 
can do the job it was bred for, and 
is doing it in the rodeos and on 
the race tracks over the nation. To 
my knowledge. there isn’t any ma- 
jor livestock show west of the 
Mississippi River that doesn’t in- 
clude the Quarter Horse in their 
show. 

What the Quarter Horse has 
achieved, has been achieved in 
the last 20 years. I remember back 
in the late 30s a newspaper story 
that said the King Ranch was im- 
porting some thoroughbred stal- 
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lions to their ranch, in order that 
they might improve the speed of 
their cowponies. According to the 
story, the horses on the ranch 
could no longer catch a cow. To- 
day, the King Ranch is noted for 
its famous Thoroughbred and 
Quarter Horses. 


When I was a boy, the name 
Quarter Horse was unknown to 
me. My dad rode a Steeldust, a 
friend had a Billy race horse, and 
the word Copperbottom was heard 
now and then. Today these names 
are linked with the Quarter Horse. 

An old timer, upon seeing my 
Appaloosas. asked me where I got 
those chicken-roost horses. If you 
ever saw a horse that pitched camp 
under a chicken roost tree, then 
you will understand where the 
people in his locality got their 
name for the Appaloosa. He had 
never heard the name Appaloosa, 
but the breed was the same. 

Don’t knock any breed. More 
than likely, he was developed for 
the job that he is filling. Try to 
see why the other man rides a 
Morgan, a Quarter Horse, or a 
Saddlebred. Find the reason. A 
true horse lover has a warm spot 
in his heart for even a crowhbait. 

* * * 

Fred Turner disposed of all his 
registered horses and his dairy 
cattle at a recent dispersal sale. 
The horses outsold the good dairy 
cattle, according to Mr. Turner’s 
son. The ranch horses (all grade 
stock) were not sold, since there 
was no bidding on the few that 
were run through the sale. 


According to reports, the regis- 
tered horses brought a very good 
price, considering the time of the 
year. It will certainly seem strange 
for Mr. Turner not to have a herd 
of horses. He has kept a herd of 
some 35 head for a number of 
years. I don’t suppose that Mr. 
Turner had a favorite breed, be- 
cause he usually kept a stallion 
and several mares of almost all 
of the light horse breeds. 

* * * 


Mr. T. L. Lennox passed away 
after a heart attack. He had been 
hospitalized for several weeks as 
the result of an injury from a 
stable accident. Mr. Lennox was 
one of Central Texas’ most out- 
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standing horsemen. He maintain- 
ed a stable at his farm where many 
of the best horses in this section 
were kept and trained. 

A number of good grade horses 
were sold at the Lennox dispersal 
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sale last week. and for a ridicu- 
lously low price. This proves my 
point in last month’s Trail Dust 
column. If you are going io own 
a horse, then make it a registered 
one. 





CENTRAL RODEO ASSOCIATION 
1956 CHAMPIONS 


Champions pictured above are, |. to r.: R. L. Richardson, 
steer wrestling; Johnny Maines, saddle bronc riding; Roy 
Savage, calf roping and All-Around 1956 Champion; Hub 
Wayland, bareback riding; Bob Alred, vice president, who 
presented trophies; (note: Ralph Gillen, bull riding champ- 


ion, is not in picture). 








WHAT THEY WEAR 


Continued fr page 4 


covered. The formal western suil 


should 


pair of handsomely made pointed 


alwavs be worn with a 


toe boots. and the large western 


r adress ear is hI ick winile 
oO! brown. 
THE WOMAN 
Teo the Texas Barrel Racine As 
sociation can be elven credit f 
doing much to improve dress of 


the cowgirl. Whether she's com 


peting or is a spectator. she al 


wavs cives a well-croomed effect 


Those trim lines vou see on the 


quick 


howe er. 


cowgirl of today are no 


slap-stick sew-up jobs. 
They 


pert design 


are the result of careful ex- 


Greatest emphasis is on the fit. 
| material 
The tail- 
formal 
for the cowgirl. and is usually of 
wool, corduroy or velveteen. Most 


with color and Ivpe of 


: l 
running a close second. 


ored western suit is weal 


western suits are stvled in wool. 


as it outlasts the corduroy or vel- 
veteen. 
Her coat is cut lone to cover 
the full part ol the seat. is fitted 
but not tight. Trousers to a west- 
ern suit are fitted as is the coat. 
too tight. with only a one-inch 
have several suits 
with only a 
slight variation in color. yoke and 
Nuch 


decorations are left 


bell. You may 
ame pattern. 


and 
to the 


pockets. embroidery 
fancy 
drue-store cowboy. 

The wide-brim western hal is a 


necessary part 





of the formal west- 


ern suit. in eith 
2. 


nd hat manufacturers have made 





r white er color. 


it possible to match any suit with 
a wide-brim hat. The 4-inch brim 
is the one most popular with rodeo 
cowgirls. Brim is. slightly up- 
is creased 
The hat is 
! ulled 


turned. and the crown 
to suit the 
worn straight on the head 


wearer, 


down low over the brow. 

Boots with pointed toes and flat 
walking heels complete the en- 
semble. 

For a bit 
we find the 


more informal 


well-fitied 


wear. 
trousers 





—Photo by Roy Custer 


QUEEN CANDIDATES AT THE AASP & RC CONVENTION 


Marilyn Barton, Hockley Co. S. P. Levelland; Hazel Lan- 
caster, Siaton Rangers, Slaton; Dorothea Alexander, Aber- 
nathy Riding Club; Pat Miller, Idalou Roping Club; Freda 
Beauchamp, Hereford Riding Club; Georgia Marney, Cow 


Town Posse, Fort Worth 
12 


bell bottoms. and usually 
with the popular Indian 
squaw boot. The western hat con- 
tinues to play its part. and the 
weil-fitted. but not too tight. west- 
ern shirt in cotton or silk come: 
to the fore with bright colors. 


with 


worn 


At square dances and western 
parties. the colorful squaw dress 
rules supreme. Decorations on it 
can be from the extreme down to 
the minimum. Very appropriate 
to wear with this squaw dress are 
beautifully de- 
signed Indian jewelry. 

When the weather is chilly. add 
a soft cape-skin coat or jacket in 
blue. pink. green or white. It goes 
and adds 
and style to any outfit. 


THE CHILD 


Future cowgirls and cowboys 


squaw boots and 


everywhere. smartness 


like to be considered as much a 
part of rodeo as their Moms and 
Dads. Most voungsters like to be 
carbon copies. on a smallér scale. 
of their cowboy idols. 

A calf-ropers son expects to 
look like a calf roper. a bull rid- 
ers son likes to look like a bull 
rider, etc. However. this is not al- 
ways the case. I know a calf rop- 
ers son who wears chaps, and 
talks of nothing but brone riding. 

Whatever the case may be. all 
voungsters know one thing they 
de want. and that is to be a cow- 
boy. be it like his television idol 
rr like a real rodeo cowbov. A 
voung boy may be wearing only 
knee pants and a tee shirt. but 
once he gets that cowboy hat and 
hoots. he just knows he is a Cow- 
boy ! 

Sens and daughters of rodeo 
eowboys lock as much like their 
elders as size will allow. Big hats. 
'evis. bright shirts and made-to- 
order boots are universally popu- 
lar with the young cowboy. Like 
Dad. they too like tailored trous- 
efor While the voung 
cowgirls go along with the oppo- 
site sex on Levis. shirt. hat and 
hoots for informal year, it is the 
squaw dress that takes the place of 
trousers on festive occasions. This 
lends an air of colorful youthful 
girlishness to any teen-age gather- 
ing. 

Yes. we agree. All America is 
mighty “Western Wear -conscious 


dress. 


today! @ 
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rerena Echoes 


By MAYNE D. LASTER 
The Roundup at Wharton De- 


cember 3-4 was the last SRA event 
of 1956. Here is the way the boys 
finished the season. There are new 
names on the list, and many old 
oues are back again. 

Bareback bronc riding had a 
new champion in Ray Raley of 
Victoria with 1,082 points. Jim 
Haltom second, Ed Cole third and 
Scooter Pizzatola fourth. 

Calf roping saw Charles Oneal 
win it for his first time, with 1195 
points. Hib Hibbert second. Burt 
Nichols third and Butch Bond 
fourth. Only 148 points separat- 
ed 2nd, 3rd and 4th. 

Saddle brone champion was Ed 
Cole, a repeater, with 1032 points. 
He was followed by Byrd Joseph. 
Jerry Simms and Scooter Pizza- 
tola. 

Steer wrestling champion was 
Ed Cole with 1004 points, follow- 
ed way back by Ferdy Wirt. Bob- 
by Cooper and Frank Cole. 

Bull riding champion was .. . 
you guessed it . . . Ed Cole with 
1000 points. He was followed by 
Scooter Pizzatola. Jim Halton and 
Kent Killen. 

Barrel racing champion was 
Molly Williams. Molly is a for- 
mer high school champion and it’s 
good to see her continue in the 
sport and still be a champion as 
well as a housewife. Second, third 
and fourth were Bonnie Hibbert. 
Mickey Winslow and Fay Pizza- 
tola respectively. 

Breakaway champion was the 





1 Year $2.50 
TEXAS HORSEMAN 
Box 757, Galveston, Texas 





z ~ + ~ 


TEXAS BARREL RACING ASSOCIATION 
HIGH-POINT GIRLS FOR 1956 


Front row, I-r: Helen Gray, Ft. Worth; Anna Ruckman, Ft. Worth; Frances 
Motley, Colorado City; Dathene Vineyard, Kress; Mary Archer, Harrold; 
and Linda Bowman, Meridian. Standing, I-r: Mildred Farris, lowa Park; 
Marie Wayland, Arlington; Janet Dudley, Perryton; Pat McDaniel, Abilene; 
Elizabeth Richards—‘‘hard-luck’’ cowgirl for the Nov. 10-11 Round-Up; 
Patsy Moone, Denison; Gloria Coleman, Ft. Worth; Velda Smith, Ft. Worth; 
Becky Sumerlin, Roby; and Peggy Ligon, Ft. Worth. 

—Photo by James Cathey, Ft. Worth 


sen for the cowboys. Numerous 
shows, good prize money. and not 
many injuries. 


husband of the barrel racing cham- 
pion, Sloan Williams, with 216 
points. Enjoyed seeing Sloan win, 
so there could be two champions 
in the family. Sloan was followed 
by Pete Heath, Charles Oneal and 
Charles Kebodeaux. Only 44 
points separated these four. 


(Continued on Page 14) 





FEATHER 
PLUMES 


As you have probably surmised, 
your All Around Champion of 
1956 is Ed Cole, with 3716 points. 
His closest competitors were Scoo- 
ter Pizzatola, with less than half 
that many points. Jim Haltom and 


Kent Killen. 


All told, it has been a good sea- 
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Don Stapleton and ‘‘Jug’’. 5 
—Photo by P. Willingham, Plainview 


JUNIOR AUTHOR 


The young columnist-author of 
“Roman Around.” which appears 
periodically in the TEXAS 
HORSESMAN., is Don Stapleton, a 
16-year-old Plainview High School 
Sophomore. He has been riding 
off and on all his life. and his 
primary interest is naturally 
horses. 

One of his earliest recollections 
is riding double with his aunt on 
a horse which ran away with 
them. Although this accident in- 
jured his aunt. Don has never held 
a fear of horses. “Why.” he says. 
“that same afternoon another boy 
got on that horse, tied a rope to 
a wagon, and pulled me clear 
around Northwood Stock Farm.” 

Don was 12 years old when he 
helped organize and became presi- 
dent of the first Junior Sheriff's 
Posse in Plainview. and people 
up in that part of the State soon 
called it “the best Junior Club in 
Texas”. When Bill Cartwright 
founded the Roman Riders two 
years later and the Plainview Jun- 
ior Sheriff's Posse became part of 
it. Don was made president. It 
was in his term of office and by 
his personal activity. that the Ro- 
man Riders were registered in the 
American Association of Sheriff's 
Posses & Riding Clubs. 

In Junior High. Don became 
interested in journalism. Now that 
he’s in Plainview High itself, he 
combines his love of horses with 
his interest in journalism by writ- 
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ing the column entitled “Roman 
Around.” 

Don is a modest lad, however. 
and feels that his parents really 
deserve much of the credit for his 
work. He tells us his Dad. secre- 
tary of the Plainview Sheriff's 
Posse, helps him with the manag- 
ing end of the articles and his 
mother, a bit leery when it comes 
to livestock, is always ready with 
plenty of encouragement. 

His recent promotion to Roving 
Reporter for the Magazine natur- 
ally makes him feel a bit distin- 
guished. he claims. but at the same 
time he confides that this honor 
also makes it necessary for him 
to “produce”—and produce well. 

Don’t be downcast. Don. You're 
doing very well. Those last two 
columns of yours. in the Novem- 
ber and December issues of the 
Texas Horseman were good. 





ARENA ECHOES 


(Continued from Page 13) 


January is the month of the an- 
nual SRA meeting and then get 
ready for the 1957 season. Will 
try to have some interviews with 
the champions during the winter 
months. 

Would like to take this oppor- 
tunity to compliment the Sloan 
Williams-es on their both being 
champions and also for the work 
they put out being “hosts” to the 
Round Up. They are two fine, un- 
complaining people that help make 
the sport of rodeo nice to be 
around. Hope they can be repeat- 
ers next vear! 





Curtis Caffey, one of the top rop- 
ers of Rockdale Saddle Club in ac- 
tion. 


HORSEMANSHIP 


(Continued from page 8) 


how he rides from the arena re- 
laxed, in perfect stride? If he had 
been that relaxed when he entered 
the ring, he probably would have 
taken home a prize. 


When the show is over, he goes 
out to load the animal. Instead 
of opening the trailer door and 
letting the horse walk quietly into 
the trailer, as he would into his 
stall, the rider or owner gets the 
whip, wagon spoke or rope, and 
bangs the horse over the head or 
hind quarters. Finally, the fright- 
ened horse has to jump forward 
at a few harsh words from the 
handler. Then off to the next show 
for the same thing. Mighty poor 
horsemanship, and entirely unnec- 
essary. 


About parade riding and grand 
entries: Riders should practice 
formations. Each riding group 
should be more considerate of 
others. Don’t crowd at the arena 
gate. Come out in single file. 
spaced a horse’s length between 
riders. No columns of threes or 
fours. 


How many riders in your Club 
know how to lead a Grand Entry? 


Make a parade look like a Pa- 
rade. Spread out and keep an 
even distance before and aft. Look 
around, back, and you'll get an 
idea of what YOUR parade looks 
like to the onlooker on the side- 


walk. 


Pair off with a boy or girl, or 
column of twos. with horses to 
match in color or size. 


Make it look pretty. Like the 
horseman said: “Ride ’em like you 
want to sell em.’ 


May | suggest to my good horse- 
men friends: 


TRAIN your horse before you 
come to the Show. Ride or drive 
him EVERY day at least 10 miles. 
See that rigging or harness fits 
well. Put the horse through the 
first grade, before giving him the 
post-graduate course. 

Let the beast of burden go mod- 
ern, and he'll really be your Best 


Friend. @) 
JZARUVUARY, 1967 


nae 


COMING EVENTS 


€ Jan. 19—Rosenberg. Southwestern Rodeo Assn. Annual membership 


and award supper meeting and dance. (See Page 7) 


Jan. 19—Amarillo. High Plains CHA Show. Judges J. W. Hastings 


and Ramon Wood of Wichita Falls. One go-round. 


Jan. 23—Amarillo. High Plains CHA Show. Junior and Senior Quar- 
ter Horse Cutting. Judge: Ramon Wood. Wichita Falls. 


Jan. 25-Feb. 3—Ft. Worth. Southwestern Exposition & Fat Stock Show. 
19 Rodeo performances. 


NCHA open cutting horse contest with $2000.00 purse. 
2 grounds Judges: Novis N. Rogers, Snyder, and Frank 
Daws, Throckton. Also Junior and Senior Quarter Horse 
cutting classes. 





Oliver W. McKeeby, Ranch Boss of 
: datas bay ; ; the Lucky 4 Ranch Riders of Morris 
Texas Palomino Exhibitors Association will show at this County, N. J., with his faithful horse 


one . . Trigger. 
Exposition. Performance classes during the Show. halter 
classes in the morning. (See Page 7) 






TURN YOUR 
SCRAPS 
INTO DOLLARS... 
iH 


Feb. 4-10—El Paso. Southwestern Livestock Show & Rodeo. 


Feb. 13-17—San Antonio. 8th Livestock Exposition & Rodeo. Regis- 
tered Appaloosas to show at halter. reining. stake race and 


cavalcade (riders in costume) How to Make These 


Leather Earrings: 


Use this pattern or a 
34” die to cut 2 pieces 
of carving cowhide and 
2 pieces of lining leath- 
er. Stamp design with 
Craftool #964. Dye the 
rose red, leaves green. 
Cement earring findings 


Feb, 17-18—Sugar Land. Frost Brahman Ranch. 5th annual pre-Hous- 
ton Show Cutting Horse Get-together. Continuous cutting 
horse sessions both days. Free lunch each day. 





Feb. 17-20—Brenham-Houston. Salt Grass Trail Ride (See Page 1). to cowhide; cover 
17 people rode it in 1952. and a whopping 1400 rode it last eS ee. 
vear! neutral polish. Wear 
: ‘em! 


. ; ee Every issue of The LEATHER 
Feb, 20-Mar. 3—Houston. Fat Stock Show, 25th Silver Jubilee edition. CRAFTSMAN magazine (published 


19 Rodeo Performances, starring Roy Rogers, Dale Evans, bi-monthly) has many similar 
Trigger and Trigger, Jr. Champion cowboys will compete for money-making uses for scraps of 
$63,000. Horse Shows will include Quarter and Cutting Horse leather. Better still, you get ideas 
contests. Cash prizes total $9000. Judges: Houston FE. Smith, for making useful, saleable articles, 


College Station, and H. Calhoun, Cresson. for decorating them, for selling your 
own handiwork! ONE idea more 
Feb. 21-23—Laredo. 60th annual Washington’s Birthday Celebration than repays the low yearly sub- 
and 202nd anniversary of Oldest City in Texas—Mexican Vil- scription cost. Send $2 for a year 
lage in San Augustin Plaza, with street dances and mariachis. Of fun and profit to: 


a ap in ere — Mexico. Colonial Pageant and te 
all by Society of Martha Washington, tribute to “Father of LEATHER 
CRAFTSMAN 


Our Country” and occasion to present the young ladies of 
Laredo. A Night in Old Mexico. sponsored by LULACS. 
And a Grand Parade. 
Box 1386- | Fort Worth 1, Texas 








Feb, 28-Mar. 3—Brownsville Charro Days. Children’s Outdoor Pageant 
with 3000 participants, Valley Wide Teen-Age Ball, Charro ——————_— 


a ee ite ‘i Sait .. HISTORY OF THE TENNESSEE WALK- 
Days Horse Parade. bull fights and strolling troubadours. ING HORSE, IN FEBRUARY ISSUE OF 
Colorful 4 days and nights. with thousands in authentic Latin THE TEXAS HORSEMAN 


American costumes. OUT FEB. 15 
D & JANUARY, 1957 15 











and Alan 
winners of 
Ribbon Roping at the Calhoun Coun- 
ty Youth Rodeo. 
—Photo by Adams Studio, Port Lavaca 


Linda 
Sklar 


Fagan of Tivoli 
of Bloomington, 


IN NEW JERSEY .. . 


(Continued from page 6) 


tations and Plaques for charity 
work, which we have done for vel- 
erans’ organizations in New Jer- 
sey. 

For the last four years, we have 
put on a double shodeo for the 
Veterans’ Hospital in Lyons. N. J. 
One in the afternoon, the other in 
the evening. They like our shows 
so much that they have engaged 
us to come back again next year. 
All this is charity work. 

We are members of the Civil De- 
fense. and are always available 
whenever there is rescue work or 
search work to be done. 

During the past year. our Club 
has had several enjoyable trail 
rides. which we combined with 
picnics. 

We have been in the following 
parades and shodoes during 1956: 
April 29. Jersey City. Americani- 
zation Day Parade, at which Gov. 
Mevner was present: May 30. Dec- 
oration Day Parade at Pompton 
Lakes. N. J.: June 14. Flag Day 
Parade at West New York and 
Guttenberg, N. J.: June 17. Shodeo 
for Veterans Lyons Hospital—2 
shows; Aug. 24-25. Morris County 
Fair. Troy Hills, N. J. 

At the Morris County Fair. there 
were 300 horses and over 30 rid- 
ing clubs were represented. Our 
Club received top honors in the 
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speed events: the pole-bending 
contest, cloverleaf race. kevhole 
race and shovel race. We placed 
first in pole-bending and the drill 
competition. and second in_ the 
square dance event and_ shovel 
race. 

On October 14 we put on our 
own shodeo at Hidden Acres Sta- 
ble. Wayne. N. J. It went 
very well and several hundred peo- 
ple from neighboring communi- 
ties attended. 


over 


| am enclosing a photograph of 
myself and “Trigger.” my horse. 
Trigger has won top honors and 
championship contests for several 
years past. all through the Fast. 
He is now retired from active show 
work, but I will be vacationing in 
Texas during March and expect to 
pick up another horse or two to 


continue to use for show work. 


O. W. McKeeby. 
Pompton Plains. N. J. 


(Ed. Note: Please let us know 
when you're coming West and 
we ll meet. 200 miles is nothing 
in Texas, you know, and maybe 
you'll be able to see some Western 
events while you're around. ) 


CHRISTMAS 
CAROLS ON 
HORSEBACK 


The Pegasus Riding Club of 
Gonzales went Christmas carolling 
De- 


abused 


on horseback the night of 


W ec vocally 


all known carols for an hour and 


cember 20th. 


a half. up and down the streets 


and at certain homes. 


What was lacking in choral abil- 
ity was made up in enthusiasm and 
spirit. We also convinced local 
people that we ride better than we 
sing. 


lt was the first time we had 
tried this. With the “ice-breaker” 
behind us, we expect it to grow 
and improve. We certainly learn- 
ed that practice is needed. 


This was our only Christmas ac- 
tivity as a group, and served as 
our club ride for this period. Our 
next meeting is in January and 
should provide ideas for improv- 
ing this activity. 


Even if you didn't hear us sing. 
we will wish you all a HAPPY 
NEW YEAR. 





Sheriff Leon Jones (right) being presented with a pair of riding boots and 
a hand-tooied saddle by Johnnie Childers (center), president of the Angelina 
County Sheriff's Posse, in appreciation of Mr. Jones’ contributions to the 
Sheriff's Posse and his service as a law enforcement officer. Jack Gorden, 


secretary-treasurer 
Jones’ horse. 


of the Sheriff's Posse 


(left), holds the reins of Mr. 
—Photo Courtesy Lufkin Daily News 
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TOO MANY 
STALLIONS? 


1 reply by MAYNE D. LASTER 


To quote Gene Holder in the 
November Trail Dust column: 
“There are entirely too many stal- 
lions. | have come to the conclu- 
sion that if a horse doesn't place 
consistently high in his classes as 
a colt. then he should be gelded.” 
Gene. there is another school of 
thought on this matter. 

As the readers know. I own a 
stallion which I advertise in the 
TEXAS HORSEMAN. 1 didn't 
buy “Rocky” so I could put on a 
white hat. shine my boots and go 
to a Horse Show where I could 
hold a lead rein in one hand and 
a blue ribbon in the other. 

Furthermore. I don’t ‘spect I'll 
ever ride him on a “Trail Ride.” 
if these straggling affairs I’ve seen 
on the highways these past three 
or four years can even remotely 
qualify for that title. 

I may fall into a different cate- 
gory, but there are still people 
that breed horses to USE! I don’t 
promise breeders when I service 
their mares that the foal will look 
good trotting around on a halter 
and lead chain. So far. I haven’t 
had even one prospective breeder 
ask me if his colts proved good 
Trail Ride horses. 

Most all breeders were more in- 
terested in his disposition, his 
bone conformation as regards a 
USING horse. how quiet he is in 
the roping chute, will he watch a 
calf, how much pasture use he has 
had, ete. 

They never asked to see his rib- 
bons and trophies. Which is a 
cood thing for me. ‘cause ihe 
nearest to a show ring old 
“Rocky” has been is that roping 
arena I have here behind my 
house. 

Now I don’t reckon I'll ever re- 
tire on the loot Rocky brings in, 
standing him at $25.00 By some 
strange quirk in the economic set- 
up of our country, a man just 
cant hardly pay $100 stud fee 
when he expects to raise using 
horses. 

Every man likes to own a good- 
looking horse. That's true. But 
I've seen a look of pride in many 
a man’s eye over the ownership 





Smell that leather? Dig that tooling? Freddie Sanchez in his Saddlery Shop 


at Victoria. 


of a pony I'd pass up at soap 
price. That horse usually has all 
his beauty behind that broad flat 
bone and directly beneath his ears. 
I ain’t never yet found much cow- 
sense in a horse’s rear end or a 
glossy hoof. 

Now don’t think I’m against a 
horse having good conformation. 
I’m not. But when I see horses 
that couldn’t get into a show ring 
with a blanket hiding most of 
them, show more stamina (which 
they “couldn't have” because their 
heart girth is too small and their 
nestrils not flared enough). show 
intelligence and cowsense (they 
“couldn’t have” because their eyes 
are too close together) drag cows 
(that they “can’t” because their 
stifles are not wider than their 
hips. their gaskin muscles too 
light or their tails too long and 
not properly brushed)—when I 
see all that. then I begin to doubt 
the great importance of perfect 
conformation. 

It seems to me the disposition 
factor of a stud is of prime im- 
portance. if the owner ever ex- 
pects to take his horse to any kind 
of gathering. 

Next time you find one of these 
romantically inclined _ stallions 
bothering yow and your mare, 
take a look at two things: your 
mare and the person on the stud. 
More than likely, the stud is more 
in control than his rider. Don’t 
know of many horsemen (using 


—Photo by Adams Studio, Port Lavaca 


the true sense of the word) that 
would enter a trail ride on a stal- 
lion. 

Next look at your mare, and 
see if maybe you haven't parked 
her right where she could appear 
tantalizing to a male. Then con- 
sider further whether or not she 
could be encouraging his roman- 
tic overtures. I’ve seen many a 
mare that was “in” 365 days a 
year. 

Be fair, Gene, if you say “there 
are entirely too many stallions”. 
Consider that there might also 
be too many mares. Don’t ever 
forget that it “takes two to tango”. 
A mare can be gelded also—I own 
one! 





Rodeo Announcer Ray Rayley has 
T. C. Foster say a few words to the 
audience at the Victoria Rodeo. ‘‘T. 
Cc."" won the Tie-Down. Both are 
from Victoria. 

—Photo by Adams Studio, Port Lavaca 
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S. OMAR BARKER 


(Based on a true incident of early Arizona) 
With forty Indians on his track. 

His horse too tired to run, 
Old Billy Rhodes looked grimly back 


And knew his day was done. 


And yet who yields to certain death 
While red blood flows within? 
Old Billy Rhodes drew deep his breath. 


His lean lips tight and thin. 


A willow clump and nothing more 
To shelter him he found. 

Like wolves that stalk their feast of gore 
Apaches hemmed him ‘round. 


Like panthers creeping on a deer. 
They crawled among the rocks. 

Old Billy watched them drawing near. 
Low-squatted on his hocks. 


Six cartridges, and that was all 
He had with which to fight. 

One Indian gave a dying squall- 
Now five—to last till night! 


Their bullets whipped the willow brush. 
And one slug found its mark. 

It broke his arm. They made a rush 
And still an hour till dark! 


But one by one their leaders fell 
Six red men squalled and died. 

“You geeve up now?” he heard them yell. 
“No kill!” He knew they lied. 


“Come git me, boys! I’m shootin’ straight. 
I'll down you to a man!” 

They dared not face this threatened fate. 
They jeered him, but . . . they ran. 

* & * * * * 

Old Billy Rhodes had won his fight 
With guts and empty gun. 

The God of Courage lends His might 


To men too brave to run! 
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